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 The EPIPHANY of the LORD  8 January 2023 

Our Parish Vision 

“A welcoming, vibrant, inclusive, loving 
and outreaching community who 

understand their Catholic beliefs and live 
their lives connected by the love of Jesus 

Christ” 
 

Mission Statement 

We strive to proclaim the joy of the 
Gospel and reach out to others so that they 

experience God’s unconditional love. 

Where did the faith of the Magi come from? 
The Season of Christmas includes the celebration of the arrival 
of the magi from the East. Let's consider the humble adoration 
of the magi for the Christ child. The magi were Gentiles, and 
the Greek word "magi" meant oriental scientists. Despite 
sometimes being translated as "astrologers", their visit to the 
manger does not validate astrology. 

Because they were not Jews, their determination to meet the 
Jewish savior says much about what the word "epiphany" 

means. The magi are good examples of believing in the importance of Jesus 
even without understanding what it would mean to them personally or to the 
rest of the world. 

They worshiped Jesus as a King-Messiah before they knew how he would 
become king or how his kingship would save the world from evil. As 
scientific scholars, they had studied religious writings from beyond the scope 
of their own culture. Then, they acted on faith in response to the Spirit of 
God who activated them, and it changed their lives. 

Only the Spirit of God can move someone to have faith, because faith is a 
gift of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 12). The word "epiphany" means 
discovery, a revelation that changes our lives. Epiphanies are gifts from God 
as he collaborates with our desire for new growth. 

We can imagine how the magi felt when they experienced an epiphany in 
the presence of the Christ child. Although they did not understand how this 
baby from a poor family could become king, they remembered him for the 
rest of their lives and listened for news from the land of Israel about Jesus. 
We know that they heard about his crucifixion and learned what his followers 
were teaching about it, for they became Christians -- their relics have been 
venerated since very early times.  
@2023 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources, www.catholicdr.com. Printed by permission. 

Capuchin Friars in residence:  Father Thomas McFadden OFM Cap (Parish Priest) 

Brother Lawrie Sweeper OFM Cap Father John Cooper OFM Cap (Associate Pastor) 

Safeguarding Commitment 
The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding everyone involved in its 

activities, ministries, and services.  The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount.   

Good News Reflection  

mailto:gachurchwynnum@bne.catholic.net.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/CeE9CoV197IXDL0YCNI-Ss?domain=catholicdr.com


The EPIPHANY of the LORD  8 January 2023 

Today’s Readings:  Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Response to the psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Gospel acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; and have 
come to adore the Lord.   Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings:   Is 49:3,5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

STOPline – Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults  STOPline is an external service provided for the Archdiocese to 

receive confidential disclosures. Disclosures can be made anonymously  P:1300 304 550; E: AOB@stopline.com.au 

Guardian Angels Church ROSTER Next Week (15 Jan - 16 Jan) 

6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass   

Readers :   N Waller; P McMahon 

Minister:    Br Lawrie 

9:00am Sunday Mass   

Readers :   M Allison; T Owens 

Minister:    L Grantham 

7:00am Sunday Mass   

Readers:   P McKenna 

Minister:    M McGrory 

5:00pm Sunday Mass   

Readers :   D Jefferies; L Gore Brown 

Minister:    J Capitelli 

St Joseph the Worker—8am Sunday: K Jordan 

Cleaning Roster (This week):  L Simpson; C Caparos; M Buckman 

Second Collection 25 December 2022 1 January 2022 

Planned Giving Envelopes $130.00  $207.50  

Loose money on plate $1,496.20 $482.95  

Direct Debit $395.00  $811.00  

Parish Giving App * $132.50   $95.00 

Total $2,153.70  $1,596.45   

*Parish Giving App donations are divided 50/50 into 1st Collection & 2nd Collection 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

Monday to Friday Morning Prayer: 6:40am. Mass: 7:00am 

Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament temporarily suspended.   

  Will recommence on 20th January 2023. 

 Mass: 12 Noon 

 Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help: 7:00pm 
 

Saturday  Morning Prayer: 7:40am.  Mass 8:00am. 

Confessions:  Saturdays 5:15pm to 5:45pm    

 (or during the week by appointment) 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

 Guardian Angels Church  Saturday 6pm; Sunday 7am, 9am, 5pm 

 St Joseph the Worker, Hemmant Sunday 8:00am 

 Nazareth House Chapel  Sunday 9:30am 

 Iona College Chapel  Sunday 7:30am 



We welcome Father Joe McKay OFM who is celebrating Masses in 

the parish this weekend. Father Thomas will be back 15th January. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is temporarily suspended in 

this New Year’s period. It will recommence on Friday, 20th Jan. 2023. 

The Catechism in a Year (with Fr. Mike Schmitz) Podcast/YouTube series will 

begin on January 1, 2023! (Great New Year’s Resolution opportunity) 

If you have ever wanted to understand what it means to be Catholic and allow those 
truths to shape your life—this podcast is for you! With this podcast, Catholics will: 
Read the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365 days 
Understand the essentials of the Catholic Faith and why they matter 
See how Church teaching is rooted in Sacred Scripture 
Absorb over 2,000 years of Sacred Tradition 
Encounter God’s plan of sheer goodness 
Transform their relationship with the Church that Christ founded. 
All our parishioners are encouraged to tune in and take advantage of this free series 
each day throughout 2023. For more info, see:  

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear 

May this Epiphany bring you the light of Christ.  

The magi came from the East, where the sun rises, and the star guided them 

to Jesus, the true light that was to come into the world. When they arrived in 

Jerusalem, they asked King Herod the Great where they could find the 

newborn king of the Jews. Herod's advisers told him that the prophet Micah 

foretold the birth of a Messiah in Bethlehem, the birthplace of David where he was also 

anointed king (Micah 5:2). Fearing that this child would be a threat to his throne, Herod 

sent the magi to search for the newborn king on the pretense of offering him homage. 

The star illuminated the way to the Christ child and Mary his mother. The magi offered 

the child Jesus gifts that signified his kingship (gold), priesthood (frankincense), and his 

saving death (myrrh, used in anointing the dead). The magi were warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, so they returned "by another way" (v. 12). We are all invited to 

discover the Lord; however, after encountering Christ we cannot return to our old ways. 

We must travel in a different direction--the path that leads to Jesus. 



WINNER KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS SILVER CIRCLE DRAW 10 OF 10 

The winners of the final draw (Draw 10) in the current Knights Silver Circle are: 
1st Prize $200:   Peter Kinsella   2nd Prize $100:   Janese Robbins  3rd Prize 

$50:   Hugh Davies.  Congratulations to all winners and thanks to those 

supporting the charitable works of the Knights through this fundraising Silver 

Circle.  Tickets for our next silver circle will be onsale on 4th/5th and 11th/12th 

February 2023. 

Palms Australia - You’ve got a lot to give beyond Christmas gifts.  In January you can 

prepare for mission at home or abroad. 

Palms Australia has trained Australians to live and work within cultures and 

communities overseas since 1961.  Now four days of that training will be available for 

parishioners interested to assist harness the diverse gifts of our community and make it 

stronger. 

At Home Palms ’ Neighbours Without Borders program (January 7 – 11) will “focus on 

building communities that are welcoming to all, with particular attention to those on the 

margins of society and the church” as urged by the recent Plenary Council.  

Overseas Completing a further four days (January 12 – 15) will prepare you to meet 

one of the many requests Palms has from communities in Africa, Asia and the Pacific 

who need educators; health professionals; administrators and others to assist build on 

the strengths of their people who otherwise have little opportunity for training. Enquire 

about Palms Orientation for mission via www.palms.org.au or call 02 

9560 533 or 0422 472 567. 

POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI 

Joseph Ratzinger was born in Bavaria on 16 April 1927.  He 
was ordained priest in 1951 and taught theology.  He was 
ordained bishop for the Archdiocese of Munich and Freising in 
1977 and was appointed cardinal the same year.   

After only five years, he was appointed Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, a position he held 
until 2005 when he was elected pope, taking the name 
Benedict.  During this time, he was also President of both the 
International Theological Commission and the Pontifical Biblical Commission.  
His powerful intellect shaped the direction of the Church and its priorities at the 
end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st. 

From 19 April 2005 until his resignation on 28 February 2013, he was the pope, 
the Bishop of Rome.  By this time his theology was generally focused on 
affirming the objective truths of the faith against what he saw as the relativism of 
Western society.  He was the first pope to resign in 700 years and has since lived 
quietly in the Mater Ecclesiae Monastery within the Vatican. Pope Benedict died 
in Rome on Saturday, 31st December 2022. We join the whole Church in 
mourning at this time and praying for his eternal repose. 


